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The closing of SolidLab is a launch
Let’s continue building our community



How do you change your name?

An illustrative govtech use case



You don’t always write where you read

Really changing your name triggers a change in multiple views



Processes anchor data in trust

My name is Simon
My name is Vincent 
My name is Pieter

On the 20th of January 2026,
a name change of <X> 

was approved by <Y> to “...”

A trustworthy trigger for other viewsWhy would you trust any of the above?



Read and Write
We often talk about interfaces that should support

Let’s turn that around and zoom out



Write to Read

TRUST

Trust flows from write to read across multiple actors

… hence the name



A new website has been launched at 
trustflows.eu

https://trustflows.eu


And a new mailing list and use cases



Trustflows is 
rooted in Ghent < Flanders < Europe



Home to a vibrant tech ecosystem

https://www.standaard.be/economie/bedrijven/het-wintercircus-in-gent-waar-techondernemers
-elkaar-vinden-en-helpen-ik-denk-echt-dat-wij-de-volgende-unicorn-kunnen-worden/93745662.
html 

https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2025/05/21/techsector-technologie-gent-winter
circus-start-up-unicorns-dealr/ 

https://www.standaard.be/economie/bedrijven/het-wintercircus-in-gent-waar-techondernemers-elkaar-vinden-en-helpen-ik-denk-echt-dat-wij-de-volgende-unicorn-kunnen-worden/93745662.html
https://www.standaard.be/economie/bedrijven/het-wintercircus-in-gent-waar-techondernemers-elkaar-vinden-en-helpen-ik-denk-echt-dat-wij-de-volgende-unicorn-kunnen-worden/93745662.html
https://www.standaard.be/economie/bedrijven/het-wintercircus-in-gent-waar-techondernemers-elkaar-vinden-en-helpen-ik-denk-echt-dat-wij-de-volgende-unicorn-kunnen-worden/93745662.html
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2025/05/21/techsector-technologie-gent-wintercircus-start-up-unicorns-dealr/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2025/05/21/techsector-technologie-gent-wintercircus-start-up-unicorns-dealr/


De Krook and Wintercircus

Flemish Administrative Centre

© OpenStreetMap contributors



Home to a Digital Flanders and Athumi,
front-runners in governmental datatech.





De Krook and Wintercircus

Flemish Administrative Centre

The Brain

SEMANTiCS2026 will be at de Bijloke

© OpenStreetMap contributors



We’re bringing the SEMANTiCS conference to Ghent!

Call for papers and other contributions is open 
(deadline: end of April)

Still looking for sponsors



Trustflows is…
a shared ambition to become leaders in #datatech.

But it’s also
a talent pool, 
an expertise centre, 
the start of a consortium for your next funded project,
a playground for specifications and upcoming standards,
… 



A community 
with a charter



Three sections, three levels
1. Principles

 > What we explain to politicians

2. Architectural properties
 > What we explain to data architects

3. Commitments
 > What we ask from participants



Three principles
1. Interoperable

We design systems to integrate seamlessly across organisations and borders, reducing 
friction, following the European Interoperability Framework (EIF).

2. Legally compliant

Clear rules are an enabler for stronger #datatech. 
We build solutions that can be deployed EU-wide.
We push the state of the art on legal compliance.

3. Trusted, with end-users in the centre

We prioritise end-user experience and establish ecosystem-wide trust 
in data accuracy, usage control policies, and security.



A Trustflows architecture has three properties
The architectures we talk about will have these properties:
1. A flow is designed from write to read,
2. Authorization and storage are separable components
3. Specifications are composable and reusable



Four commitments
1. To disseminate your Trustflows related use cases in the community

2. To train people who participate in the community

3. To help standardization initiatives forward – running the extra meters

4. To publish reusable specifications (vocabularies, shapes, interaction 
patterns)



Signing the Trustflows Charter
Through following link, you can sign the charter
(in your own name or as representative of your 
organization)

With standards-compliant consent and credential
stored and sent to your mail.

And revoke options, of course.

https://trustflows-charter.knows.idlab.ugent.be/ 

https://trustflows-charter.knows.idlab.ugent.be/

